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'ADUN beri keterangan

tangkap ikan guna
peralatanterlarang

KUALA TERENGGANU: Jabatan
Perikanan Terengganu me-
manggil seorang Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN) untuk
memberi keterangan berkaitan
penularan video beliau’ me-

" pangkap ikan menggunakan
peralatan terlarang di sebuah

sungai di negeri ini, baru-baru
mi.
Pengarahnya, Ruzaidi Mamat

" berkata, wakil rakyat tersebut

telah datang ke Pejabat Peri-
kanan Negeri Terengganu se-
malam untuk memberi keteran-
gan. gy 1
. “Jabatan ‘telah menerima
laporan berkaitan video tular
itu pada hari Isnin lalu dan kita
telah menjalankan siasatan ber-

* hubung perkara tersebut.

“Wakil rakyat itu juga telah
dipanggil dan kini pihak jabatan

sedang melengkapkan siasatan

sebelum kita rujuk kepada pe-
nasihat undang-undang negeri

Terengganu,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi semalam.

Baru-baru tular video 24 saat
di media sosial memaparkan s
ADUN tersebut sedang menang-
kap ikan di sebuah sungai di

negeri ini menggunakan kaedah

renjatan elektrik.

Mengulas lanjut,
berkata, siasatan kes itu di-
jalankan di bawah Seksyen 3
Kaedah- Kaedah Perikanan
Darat Negeri Terengganu 1988
jaitu penangkapan ikan den-
gan menggunakan peralatan
terlarang. “Antara peralatan
terlarang termasuk mengguna-
kan racun, bahan letupan dan
peralatan-peralatan mekanikal
atau elektrik. '

«Jika disabitkan kesalahan,
pelaku berdepan hukuman
denda tidak melebihi RM1,000
atau penjara tidak melebihi
enam bulan atau kedua-dua-
nya,” katanya.

Ruzaidi

|
|
|
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‘Guna renjatan elektrik
tangkap ikan

pihak jabatar telah menjalankan siasa-

Bekas ADUN"'dipanqgii _
untuk beri keterangan
terhadap perbuatannya

Oleh NORHASPIDA YATIM
KUALA TERENGGANU

eorang bekas Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN) di

negori ini dipanggil hagi mem-

: beri keterangan susulan pe-
‘nularan video memaparkan tindakan

beliau menangkap ikan menggunakan

alatan terlarang. _
Pengarah Jabatan Perikanan Negeri
Terengganu, Ruzaidi Mamat berkata,

rakaman keterangan daripada bekas

ADUN itu telah diambil pada Selasa.
“Kita menerima laporan berkaitan
video tular itu pada Isnin (3 Julai) dan

tan berhubung perkara itu. _
“Individu terlibat juga telah dipanggl

dan kini pihak jabatan ng me-
lengkapkan siasatan sebelum Kita rujuk

kepada penasihat undang-undang ne-
geri Terengganu,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi di sini padaRabu..

Menurut Ruzaidi, siasat ity
dijalankan di bawah Seksyen ]

 Kaedah-Kaedah Perikanan Darat [

Negeri Terengganu 1988 iaitu pe-
nangkapan ikan dengan menggunakarn
peralatan terlarang. - 1
- “Antara peralatan terlarang ter-
masuk menggunakan racun, batidi
letupan dan menggunakan elektrik.

~ «Jikasabit kesalahan, pelaku boleh
didenda tidak melebini RM1,000 atau
penjara tidak melebihi enam bulan atau
kedua-duanya,” katanya. :

Terdahulu tular video berdurasi 24

saat di media sosial memaparkan be-
kas ADUN berkenaan menangkap ikan

- menggunakan renjatan elekirik.

Vidéo_m_lar:‘nemaparkanbekas
ADUN berkenaan menangkap ikan
menggunakan peralatan te

oo
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Stakeholders say

better management ¥

needed over closure
of Jalan Alor in '
Bukit Bintang to
vehicular traffic
>4

g Star
Métro

Popular eatery in
Ampang Jaya
serves up nasi
kukus and gulai
for an authentic
taste of Kelantan
>8

g T

Fragile ecosystem: Vibrant coral reef in Pulau Aur, Mersing, can sustain thou

rising sea temparatures. — Pic courtesy of Reef Chieck Malaysia
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Sikh NGO
celebrates 10th
anniversary with
prayers, food and
medical check-up
for community
>10

Coral reefs around the islands
off Mersing, Johar, are under
threat of mass bleaching due to
warmer waters. Saving these
underwater treasures will require
all hands on deck, including
government agencies, the local
community and tourism players,
~says an NGO. >2&3

o

sands of marine life. However, a recent survey has revealed instances of coral bleaching {inset) due to
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Coral bleaching is caused by the thing acean tampemiures — Couriess
of Johor Fisheries Bepartmant

Coral reefs serve as habitats for small crustaceans, breeding grounds far fishes and are the main attraction at
the Mersing islands

Dive right in to save coral reefs

NGO: Heat-induced mass bleaching will impact livelihoods and tourism

A dead boulder coral in Mersing. -— Courtesy of Reef Check Malaysia

Story and photos by
REMAR NORDIN
remar nordin@thestar.com my

IHE El' Nino phenomenon
'which causes unusual warniing
of surface waters, i direotiy
impacting coral reefs at the
Mersing 1slands/in folior.
Survevs of reefs done st
mANth 9t Mden Ave ans Pulau
Pemanggil by Reef Check
Malaysia (REM) and the Johor

Corral loca

LOCAL awareness is critical for
thiee profection ind proservation
oPthe marme life pepsystem at
the istands off Megsing

MersingTsland ind Reef
Conseevation (MIRCH secretary
Ah mad Firdaus Shalk Omar=ald
Ihe sreantsation was lbnking
info'edicating tho public by
how the use ofsunscresns conld
damage coral reefs’

“Parts nf the United Sates,
sueh ds Hawalband Koy West, a5
wallan the Carihboan nations
liwe startedd banning sunsoreen
that contains chemicals suchl as
oxvbenzine, detinoxaleand
octocrylere.

“The han is also imposed in
Thailand, where violators can
be fined ;

“Right now, visitors to the
Mersing islands who use sun-
screen are unlikely to even be
aware of the chemicals that
they Nat s pplied, We virge
those whe are planning 1o swim
wthencean, o for
eco-friendly sunhloek brands =

Almmad Firdans who 1 alsy
Ihe Mexsing Tonrism
Association (MTA) seeretary,
said MIRC was established earli-

Fisheries Department recorded
water temperatures of up to
33°C, which is above the normal
28°C 10 297C mngn for the
Mersing area, RCM manager
Nazirut Amip sd.

During the dive, the team also
saw the blearhing of some coral
celanies. possthly beciuse of
TS Waler temperatiros,

Wieo Ui a1 LG Wit
corals will expel the algae living
i thelr sissues, causing it o

er this year to enable non-gov-
ernmental organisations
INGQs), villagers, the govern-
metitand the public te join fore-
es in conserving thy sriviran-
ment :

“Reef Check Malaysia (RCM) is
more focused on the conserva-
tion of reefs, not only in Johor
but on other islands in other
states as well, such as Pulau
Tinman i Pahang and e
slands i Semporna insabah,
whill the Tengah Island

Lonseryarion in Mersing iv

fracused cn the conservatinn of

sea turtles, e
“MIRE wanted 16 complement

these conservatinmn efforts.”

"He said the organisation
focused on clown fish habitat
comeryation and pemoving
ghipst s (shing nats o or

-abandonedin the ocean);

_ Thereare plans for MG G0
Sigh o mEmorndE ofunder
'ﬂp'mtiﬂﬁ,‘ﬁlh BOM, o the fin'-
mer:forbe traised on ghose ol
removal angdamaripe life ponser-
wation,

“The majanity of oupmeny
bers afready have'a' diving
licenice sd-t s good 1o mvolve

* Ahmad Firdaus says MIRC hopes
. o raise awareness about coral

lurn completely white This is
called coral bleaching.

While corals can survive a
bleaching episode, they may die
from the stress.

“This is the 15th ey we have
been conducting recf eheck sur-
veys with the Johor Fisheries
Department,” said Nazirul

“The surveys are ci o
416Ng 4 lPahéth fine Tﬂgf“lstfgl
at a constant depth at selected
reef monitoring sites

s, st'udeﬁts to He;lp br

| ;‘_'

reef conservation

more locals in conservation
work,” he added.

Ahrr;a_d_ Firdaus said MRIC
s planning W arganise fhe
*Cine Schioal, O R'oe{.'-.cq_il_:sur-

“The data on the substrate
(reef composition), invertebrate.
fish numbers, and human and
natural fimpacts are recorded in
four {thm-long sections along
the line.

“Tt rmwdm asnnpshiol of reof
health within the survoyed.
area. Some of the roefs on these
Istands hite hnon sipeymd
since: csodong-term mend
Informisnion and changhs in teef

“health hisve been peeored,

N Afffah says the pub cam|
cor cover by it 1ouching
e ehen sonrkeliing ¢

boplacad [n the sy,

“Ihey willhe gven monthly
updares on the prawth of the
i‘qrﬂ.l‘gh_m They finwe planged,

e sl

§fe-addded that MIRC wak als:

wation

o s R L3
“sphots woild b given g -
ehance 1o adoptiooral roefs.

nl:-_aﬁ:yid{gn__a e “;
ST programme nvolves:
w!nhhlm o e

Jaughthow coral reef consery
Hon werks,

~Thowwill bo
coral reefwhith they ean attach
To'n meetal framisthat will Iater

promote pres

tphecey of

PTG f0place solarsioyweed
Tt on thet Morstnie (anih s
 When contacted; Sultay
Ishandir Marine tark rosaurce
management and profestion
chief Nur Afifah A. Raliman
said the Johov Fisheries 1
Depariment issued a warning
regarding he increase in ocean

otect marine life

“Basedion last year's findings,
W have seen improvements in
lisit poral cover af many of the
sitrveyed reofs at the Mersing
ilands, reversinica declining
tromd that has been going on
HpCe 2006,

“Howevor, weaire concerned
Dy st e hawe seen during
ouErneud gjvo;

" this warm water tempery.

hireiphenamenin ;Jrl)h:\_nﬁg1 a
ehv o

mass bleaching exent s Ti

temperatupas botween J0°C G

,ﬁ" & e v
_winltmon.!h

oy that the i in
tentpepature will lead fo coral
Bleaching.
“Wi have incressed o s
velllanee and manitaring to
lank for slzns of qoral test

‘bleaching and wall report our

findinis 1o e Ecosyitems
fﬂn'zﬁaﬂm\ and-u;f«tiivrmlt\'
Branch ynd the fisheries
Conservation and Protection
Dijvision,” -
Aopording o Nur Afifah the

‘Blegching process an be

reyursed i the water empera.

Aure gools and the corals recoy-

er their zooxanthellae within
eight weeks after:the incident.

* “One way the public can help
is to avoid touching cural:x when
snorkelling and when swim-
mgnggge'_m»w wp!l_urx as it
m 1 ek,

?gnghhukm I wili 1ake
years to recove)

“Avoid throwing

rash into the

- ocean and de not pick or
:lmman&i Al

regardless if
dend or alive. a5 doing
i aviolation, " she smd. - By
REMAR NORDIN
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happen, and s a resiiis, wo
miﬂrﬁf lose the corals.

“The improvement in five
soral cover at tha' ersing:
islands that we hav seeniin . — E
PYeVIOUs vears may be The release of sea turtle hatchlings
shnru_lvtct-‘ Nazirulsaid

As i member of the n alional
ﬂl__eaghmx'kjﬁ_mka'cummmeo.
RCM wworking w thithe
Fisheries Department to ahtin.
upusly monitor th reefs arnund
the Mersing islands s the heat-
Wwave grips the re, on, he said.

"We have askey ocal commu.
nities, dive Operators as well s
NGO partiers 1o keep an eye
sutfor signs of bleaching whe.
ever they are out in the reef
areas”

; :e’nrd{n.g 10 him, thers fsn
much they can do i widescale

-
S Y

s a major teilirist s

AT

at the Mersing islands.
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bleaching starrs to happen Nazirul g DTN T hleachi i
& y 2ays the improvemant in Perls says coral | will
hecause we cannp reducethe 0 £oral cover saan. al the . affect nat anly matine life but also
seawater temperat i, Mersing istands may he the bvelinoods of Incal communi:
As for an action plan, he shartlived ties and tourism players,

pointed to the Coral Bleqehj
‘Response Plan published by the

Fisheries Department.

The plan outlines saveral
Steps-on how to reacr 1o bleach:
ing, such as by managing lacal
SITESSOrs o increase the resis-
ance capacity of the reefs
Against Warmer femperatures.

“Alocal conservation group should be
established. Whenever there isa
el aressorshy - problem, everyone can play a role.”
2ffecting site closures cap - #
restric?fwmnn activity in affece-  Fahim| Abd Mali
ed areas, thereby rempyi =

potentiai physiml'{lam'r}’;&y
fivers smorvalion, anchio s

boats, fishing and ther attivi- }

ties that can frther weaken the I=hed, " eaid Peris

isdched reefs. Teluk Fenyaboiig Resort
Thits, Nazirul said, wonld Mersing sonior manager Fahmi

alloy ] AbH Malik safd a loeaf -

o thie corals tg foTCenrty
I SUrvi

cansecvation group shoild hi
estabilished, . i
“Fir example, in byl ange
Tioma, i Homas
Marine Conselvation Group
includes al of the tourism
industry plavers, village chiefs:

! A1 Bt ouris Bovel t agencies and copy.
e, . "Mersing servatin B under ane
: (5 5 : gg%uélmr urg&;;,-il ¥ 'ﬁ >
Tour; BHmMmEmanager the gt : enever there 14 8 prob:
Attelnth on Pecis safd the: o LAghE for safe. ©5 lem, everyone can playa role,
corbbleaching phenomenon’ it healthy reafs, thie The sovernment can provide:
would affect ot only marine _a_::pirnrinn'rurMersi_nE the fimding, this sxperts can

e | A
for tour-  work nu 1 olution and the

life but also the lyelihoods betome a thriving hiil | :
A y public can ba in chirge of con.

of local communities and tour- 1=m waitld he greatly dimin-

Norashj says the tourism
business depends entiraly s thn
well-heing and beaith of the,
environment.

Servation and protection =
Tourism OpErators also semm
10 recognise this peed for resf
preservation, AL LAY,
- Malk s Chaler Pulay Tip,
owner Noroshimah Sharom sajd
cural reefsshould be froated |
like (reasires as they wers!the
mam attraction for yisitors.
“People come to snorkel and
Fivp-ln;rhﬁ'n.fnrrlr‘s weatly

pes of jn L

*So'if th corals are dead,
there will ;e 1O tnarine Popula-
tlon and peapie will Stap com-
m%tn the Island = e

Norashimah, whb s nlsq A 5EN
trtle £ collector for the
o,

hils fanrism businnes

epends enticely on the well,
being and healthiof the
environmen, iy -y
“The nea turties eame fierg

due to the ahundance of food.
and healthy marins hiadiv

1 withont'in, viee wimli
hehere” she addee

Rar

(313




