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Happiness

is serving
the turtle
community
Justine a local shell-ebrity in
guarding endangered animals

By DURIE RAINER FONG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: What started
out as an internship for Eva
Vivian Justing 45 part of herbach
clor’s degres programime hasnow

turned into o full-ume job looking:

after turtles.

She joined the K
Gunservation Sucie
i, i

go during het fast se
Jthinking only of complenng

her manne science oolcse.

The NGO, which was foutided
in 2011, works with local coastal
cormmunities in Sabah’s northern
Kudat district to protect sea tur-
tles, their nesting beach and for-
aging areas. -

It was supposed to be a three-
month stnt.

“put § find myself volunteering
this Ay said.

for the sudiery to this day! s
the 29-year-old in aninterview.

The sutiety is actively involved:

in conservation work with resi-
dents in Kampung #avang Jamal
and Kamping Kosuhut which are
located in Simpang Mengayau or
popularly knewn as the Tip of
Bormneo.

Both are nesting beaches: for
green and Hawkshill nuriles and
oreasionally. the Olive Ridley tur-
1le. though yary, rare. it alst has
hatcheries there,

It would be convenient to
assume that Justine fell in love
with the docile sea creatures
while working with the society,
hence, the continiied passion to
be their guardian.

In fact, the cormmunity was the
one that gretw on her.

Their devotion to turtle conser-
vation has left a lasting impres-

“t D

SMALL STEPS
Bey Jripeaet

Nominate individuais or
organisations who have made
a positive impact on society.
Ten winners will be selected,
and also be in the
running for the coveted
Gamuda Inspiration Award
with minimum RM50,000 grant

Nomination closes
July 31,2023

sien on her to contribute more (o
the cornmunity.

“Of course 1 know (turtle con-
servation) is doing good for the
environment and the turtles but
what makes me stay on is more
because of the community on the
ground, :

“] can really see their efforts
and they have been doing this for
yule d ot

“Many of the villagers do not
even have a backeround in sci-

Turtle-y awesome effort: Justifie ||eft) and Roland Aga
the co-founders of the Kudat Turtli Gonservation Society

to take a turtle measurement for monitoring purposes.

once or have higher educaton
bul the awareress is there and

‘they want to doit,” she said.

“They have a vision that keep:
ing turiles safe §s ot poly heneti-

‘clal far the preservation b the
reprile species but also for the

community, for example; in four:
Ist. .

“It’s not easy (0 find people who
are willing 2o into consecvation. |
really admire them for this as
they also are doing diis for free:

“hat's why' [ decided to stay on,”

Justine added:

Besides fraining the comumuni
ty to look after the turtles and the
snvironment, she said, where the
villagers lack in terms of skills,
she will Bl the gap. 'y

““Besides my background in
rnavine science, T have the skills1o
write proposals (o get more fd-
ing; SO We can support their active
ities.

SSince they lave tourism activi
tigs like turtle peleases, we train
them to speakin English, 50 they
can gommurizate with ourists.

“Iam also impolved in training
villagers to fake measurements of
rurrlen and Othor data 10 Bo gres
vided for unilversities in their
researches.” she sald,

Justine also coordinates aware-
ress and outreach progranumes
0 educate the younger genery-

‘tion about turtle conservaton.

Hecently, she landed a perttas
nent role as an assistant parks
manager in charge of coral resto-
ration this year with Sabah Parks,
the custodian of natonal parks in
the state, \

Biit what ritakes the deal sweet
er is she gets (o stay in Kuday
which is part of the biodiverse
Coral Triangle, as well as within
the Tun Mustapha Marine Park.

“IMat means L can volunteer for
the spciety after workifig hours
and alst a_t;:in\g_tl}._e'\‘vnekbhds.

“I dortt find it difficult j
between the two reles” said
Justine, who, is also the present

ary of the society,

Justine said the Work by.conser-
vation grofips like hers have
borne fruit over the vears as
fewer local villagers were cone
suming mirtle 22gs and meat now.

In the past, she said, the villag-
ers caught the reéptiles ald ate
them hecause turtles are just
anuther source of food. -

“inen wie staried a)n AWATENEs
programme. the numberofpeaple
conswming turtle eges and meat
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nsai (second left) — an active membsr and ane of
— training volunteers from a local university on hov

have considerably gorte down.”

Justine said 15 prople from t
1w villages have been trained
the Sabah Wildlife Department
honorary wildlife wardels,

“These wardens will patrol t
peaches every mgtn I they fﬁ
wrtles egus on the. beach,
have been/rained (o retrieve &
relovate thern to the hatcherie
shesaif il
fespite the good work of .t
speiety and orhiers. She-said, 1
iwork is far from over.

SO mission is 10 crease ot
.-_Fa.l‘m:ipaﬁnn antt we hope ma

cially

ocal communifies, es
coastal areas get involved in ¢
setving and preserving the.
population,

The ultimate aun. Justine sa
s 'seem%r the local commun
snriving from turtle thnseTvaic

“When Wwe protect turtles,
also protect their habitat which
the gUean,

“This will give 4 much bige
impact not onty 1 furtles but
terms of tisheries and Qurism.

“All these will contribure to 1
\u;eﬂb'éﬁ_m of the strrounding pt
Rie.

“Just knowing this, it-keeps ¢
goutig,” she said. '

9k Lles
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M'sian prawns
losing out due to
biosecurity laws

| Local breeders suffering heavily as
market flushed with imported shrimps

48,000 metrictonnes of prawns,
with the local demand at only -
around 36,000 metric tonnes.
«We export the rest to the
international market.
However, problerms arise when
the biosecurity laws of these
_ countries, indu ing Thailand, .
became stricter, making it diffi-
\ cult and fi e-consuming to.

| By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@'_thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Malaysian
prawns are Josing out @ those
brought in from Indonesia and
Thailand following the imple-
mentation of stricter hiosecuri-
ty faws overseas.

Malaysian Prawn Industry
| Association chairman syed \

_ C obtain approval for entry, thus
omar Syed Jaafar (pic) said lowering e price of our
local sales of prawns om shrimps. '
Thailand and Indonesia had affected over «at the same time, Oul own country’s
3,000 prawn preeders involving 12,500ha biosecurity law facilitates the entry ofthese -
of land throughout the country- imported prawns to the extent that it
«The selling price of prawns in the cur- affects local prices, causing entrepreneurs
rent market is lower than the operating to suffer losses” he said. _
_cost. The losses horne by Bt wedera aro DOW Syed Omar said before 2000, the industry

up 40% compared with two months ago- did not face auy ‘problem because
i around 50% of

«Two months ago, local prawis werestill Malaysian prawns fulfilled
heing sold at RM26 per kg but now, the the demand for prawns in Thailand.
market price has dropped to RM15 per kg. «However, since the stricter enforcement
«This is due to the influx of imported of the biosecurity 1aw, the industry has
shrimps’ in the local market, especially started to be affected.”
from Thailand and Indonesia, which has He urged the .government to tighten the
caused the supply t© exceed existing country's national biosecurity Jaws involv- .
| demand,” he said. ~ ing shrimps t© be equivalent to those
Malaysia, he added, produced about implemented by other countries.
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dive into blue economy

Selangor plans two large-scale projects to strengthen fishery sector

SELANGOR government has
announced two key projects i
the Sahak Bernam teglon under
the Sabak Bernamn Developrent
Ares (Sabda) initative, aimed at
snsuring long-term food SECUTY.

Both projects, under the purs
yiew of Menter! Besar Selangol
incorporated (MBI), Wil se the
development of la pe-scale fishe
g potts and processing facilities
that will provide over 70100 jobs.
whilenereasing fshing capaciy
and seafpod production.

The announcement was made
along with the tnveiling of plans:
for the Arst downstieam wna |
progessing ancideep:sed fish pro-
cessing and packaging plantin
Malaysia:

Caretaker Mentri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari said
Salangnr was compitted o a
massive scale-up0f ivestrents
in lung-rerm mural development,
myvolving publie-privas
collahoraton.

“Ttii& will enable small-scale
farmers and fisheries to increase
production, better adapt 10 cli
tnate change, build tocal food
chalns and create comimercial
opportunities.

“The initiatives announced as
part 0f Sabidals focus to better.
manage our (ishery industey wil
fully realise the polential of the
coastal Area while protecting aur
marine ecosystem.

“This is in line with the state
governments efforss in develop-
ing a blue econoimy as a pillar for
our food sovereignty.” hesald at

~ (Seated from e

Bernam's padl felds.

team behind thi staté’s food security initiatives

and technplogy while leveraging
Jocal (pptrtiites to drive eco-
_ tourism.
MBI_haddinkeq a me
dumaf nndestanding witt
Alpha Gicean Resuurces Bhll, a

the Sabda introduction pro-
gramme held within Sabak

Sahda is one 0f three new
development zones identified
under the cornprehensive First
Selanger Plan.

It aims to elevate entrepre-

MBI chief executive pITiCes

fa tevelop the funaand deep-sea

neurship and innovation among  Fish flicessing and-packaging - Sekinchan, r

local businesses and comununi- IhnI: P _P . g 1 will e-equipped with 4 com
ties while attracting new invest- Situate In/Sungai Lang this iCeability

ment opportunities to the facility s Ab-yea . pr

region. ; that will inclide & newlanding  and Aistibunion pf fsh!

‘Sabida. spearheaded by MBL purt ton large vessels piying the “The projett is a vllaboration
swill focus on building Selangor’s  Indian Ocean as wellas aland- Betweer MBI, Sekinthan Fishing
food resilience by elevating hased fish and crab farm that Industy Assogtation and
agriculture and blue economy will ereate between 2,300 and Sekincha Fishermen's
intiiatives with new investments . Assoctation. -

3,000 job opporturiities.

Norita and Amirudin with Selangor state secretary Datuk Haris Kasim (standing, centre) and the

The initial inyestmentii the:
landing port, which is expeiied
to start operating within one
moran- year, Is gver RM00miL

Norita Mohd Sidekannounced

company n (hesedfoud industry, plans (o slevely Malaysia's first
integrated fish janding port in

P FBEES = s

celiifica
- cultival

It is estimated to attract an
investment of RM484mil over a
10-year perioed in Sabak Bernam
and create over 4,000 jobs.

“The existng ety wilk be
expanded ro doihle the berthin
capacity to 400 boats, which &
reduce walting fime and improve
efficiency,” sad Noritd,

“When completed. the project
|5 expected to increase fishing
capacity by 34% and the sei-
food processing industry by 20%
in Sekinchan over the next 10
years.

“This means an addition of
300,000 tonnes of fsh and 20000
wnnes af seafood products
processed annually, which st
boost the local sconomy and:
Hmprove our food sectrin she
added. |

The first phase, focusing on the
fisheries and processing sectors,
is expected to be completed in

2027,

In addition to announcing

these two main projects, MBI

resanted thrae agroprensurs
\ndey the Selangor Sart AZ)
park Iniative with cerfificates of
appreciation forcreating higher
yields and enhandﬁg-_gua_]j{y
¢rups uSing frteriet Bt Thifgs.
Japplications [oF precision farm
ing {hrdiigh ferugation, Erecti
house farraing and drones for
monitoring and ferlising,

Five other entrepreneurs n
Sabak Bernani received’
15 Of appreciation for

Matagcoconuts that
‘higher and rieher yields.




