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" lui cara yang sah dan boleh
‘mengundang kepada isu bio-

M

KPKM siasat dakwaan
lambakan udang import

~ dan Kualiti Makanan di Kemen-

SEBERANG PERAI - Kemen-

terian Pertanian dan Keterja-

tinan Makanan (KPKM) belum
menerima sebarang aduan ras-
mi berhubung lambakan udang
putih import khususnya dari-
pada kalangan penternak atau

pengusaha yang terlibat.

Timbalan Menterinya, Chan
Foong Hin berkata, sebaliknya,

" isu lambakan udang itu hanya

diketahui melalui laporan me-

_dia atau sidang akhbar yang

dikendalikan persatuan pen-

ternak. - -
BagaJmanapun beliau

berkata, KPKM tetap menjalan-

. kan pemeriksaan lanjut dengan

kerjasama beberapa agensilain
terutamanya Jabatan Perkhid-

‘matan Kuarantin dan Pemerik-

saan Malaysia (Maqis) Pulau
Pinang bagi mengesahkan
perkara tersebut.

“Kalau isu ini (lambakan
udang import) memang ber-
laku, kemungkinan ia (masuk
ke negara ini) bukan mela-

sekuriti dan sebagainya,” ka- «
tanya di sini semalam.
Foong Hin berkata, ke-
masukan udang putih yang
tidak terkawal dikhuatiri
akan mengakibatkan se-

baran penyakit bawaan. e

Sehubungan itu, Kata-
nya, Bahagian Keselamatan

KERATAN Kosmo! 9 Julai 2023. ,

terian Kesihatan (KKM) akan
bekerjasama membantu  dari
pengambilan sampel-sampel di
pasar awam dalam usaha untuk
mengenal pasti sekiranya terda-
pat bahan-bahan terlarang se-

‘perti antibiotik dan sebagainya

dalam udang berkenaan.
Namun katanya, sehingga
kini, tiada sebaran penyakit da-
pat dikenal pasti kerana tiada
rekod bagi kemasukan udang
tersebut secara seludup.
Dalam perkembangan

‘berkaitan, Pengarah Perikanan

Pulau Pinang, Zarina Zainud-
din berkata, beberapa langkah
kawalan kemasukan udang
putih import telah dikenal pas-
ti oleh Jabatan Perikanan.
“Antaranya termasuk melak-
sanakan operasi bersepadu

melibatkan pelbagai agensi
atau jabatan yang diketuai oleh
Magis bagi mengesan kemasu-
kan ‘udang - yang diseludup,”
katanya.
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IMPACT OF PSI PROJECT

Ecology offset
masterplan aims to
address concerns,
says Penang
Infrastructure Corp

AUDREY DERMAWAN
GEORGE TOWN
news@nst.oom.any

T ds cruciil to acknowledge
that development projects of
Penang South Island’s (P51
magnitude will inevitably
have an impact on the environ-
ment, the Penang Infrastructure
Corporation (PIC) said.

PIC said as the state govern-
ment’s special purpose vehicle to
implement the PSI project, the
state government fully recognis-
es this, and that was precisely
why the PSI ecology offset mas-
terplan (PEOM) initiatives had
been developed. in collaboration
with professionals and experts, to
mitigate the impacts.

Although physical works have
yet to commence on site, PIC said
the PEOM initiatives had been
carefully implemented in phases,
demonstrating the state govern-
ment’s commitment to its re-
sponsibility towards the fishing
comununity and the environ-
ment.

“The PSI project has expanded
the mangrove ecosystem 'in the
state through the planting of
more than 1.600 mangrove trees,
and increased fishery stock by re-
leasing two million fish fries.

“Recently. PIC and the project
delivery partner. SRS Consor-
tiwm Sdn Bhd, have joined forces
with the state Forestry Depart-
ment to plant 200,000 trees at
suitable locations in Pe; Qg-\by
2030

“We are also collabo (
the Centre for Marine @
Studies from Unive
Malaysia to conduct 1
artificial reefs and the
fish and shrimp fries to ‘t-.qlsr
futurc fish stocks.

“Tt is essential to approach the
PST project with an informed per-
spective that considers its com-
Prehensive benefits. including
sustainable economic growth,
improved socio-economic status
tor fishermen, enhanced educa-
tional opportunities for ‘their
children, and well-designed en-

BEWPS]

vironmental conservation ef-
forts.

“We remain committed to en-
gaging with'all stakeholders, ad-
dressing concernsiconstructivelv,
and ensuring that the PSI project
conttibutes positively to the

long-term welfare of the fishing *

community and the prosperity of
Penang,” it said in addressing
concerns and allegations raised
about the project by Gerakan
Ekonomi Malaysia and Institut
Masa Depan Malaysia.

Gerakan Ekanomi Malavsia
had recently jurged the govern-
ment to halt the PSI reclamation
project and formulate a compre-
hensive policy to guarantee a
sustainable livelihood for fisher-
men.

Its president, Armin Baniaz Pa-
hamin. said Penang's develop-
ment plan, especially!PSI, would
critically impact the income and
future of tishermen and-affect the
local fish supply. Armin said the
state government, unfortunately,
had taken no action to providean
alternative source of incorne.

P; apld the PSI project was a
: le- initiative, with the
t:ﬂling varwus stake-

tate and 'the country’s
asawhole.

% _“ﬂ 2
'(é logal community is:ben-

ng from the'PSI project, even
before the commencement of the
reclamation work, :
“The social impacr manage-
ment plan under PS] is empow-
ering the fishermen commumity
by providing them with free well-
equipped, larger and safer boats
with powerful engines, free pro-
fessional seafarer training, free

411 artist's impression of the Penang. South fsland project. vi POURTESY

tuition and scholarship to the
fishermen's children, new job op-
portunities with: stable inconie
and employnient benefits, finan-
cial aid in the form of ex-gratia
payments, new jetties and up-
graded on-shore facilities, aqua-
culture opportunities and the es-
tablishment of a cooperative to
protect fishermen's commercial
welfare and create business op-
portunities for the local commu-
nity.

“Furrhermore, 200 days of
satellite images have shown that

“local fisheérmen ‘have’been more

active fishing otrside of the PSI
area. This is independently cor-
rohorated with satellite images
from the Malaysia Space Agency.”

PIC said the social impact as-
sessment conducted for PSI
found that 79 per 'cent of the
state’s residents. including fish-
ermen. supported the develop-
ment. About 74.8 per cent of the
interviewed fishermen expressed
agreement with the PSI project,

The Department of Environ-
ment received 93 .per ceflt pos-
itive feedback regarding the PSI
project from the 3,464 recorded
responses during the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (ETA)
public disptay period from May
20to.June 18, 2022.

PIC also gave its assurance that
the PST project was designed with
a climate adaptation:strategy ac-
cording to the guidelines and
studies from the United Narions
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate 'Change (IPCC), National
Hydraulic Research Institute of
Malavsia, the:Low Carbon Cities
Frameworic, the Royal Haskon-
ingDHV of Netherlands and the
Danish Hydraulic Institute.
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