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The whispers are

back at Pasar Bisik

By IMRAN HILMY
imran@thestar.com my

KEPALA BATAS: Whispering to
each otherwas limpossible during
the Lovid-19 pandemic; but now
that life is back to normal. the
unique hush of the Pasar Bisik
fisherman’s market is back.

For two years, during the move-
ment control order, fishermen
and buyers at Pasar Bisik in Kota
Kuala Muda were forced to break
their century-old tradition of con-
ducfing sales by murmuring into
each other’s ears.

Due to physical distancing
rules, buyers and sellers at this
market on the Kedah-Penang bor-
der had to haggle ut loud.

But a recent visit found that the
“old normal™ is hack.

_Coastal fshermen come ashore
and immediately haul their catch-
es to the market floor.

It 15 50 fresh that the prawns
and crabs are still moving, But
nothing is weighed or sorted and
nooffer prices are displaved.

Instead, the fishermen simply

wall quietly for interested buyers
to whisper their bids after assess-

‘ing the value of the catch by sight

alpne; the whispering is meant to
keep the deals private and confi-
dendal

This has gone on for over a cen-
fury, and is also the practice in
fishing villages in Japan and the
Shilippines.

Norasiah Ramli, 49, from Kuala
Lumpur, said she was surprised
to see how business was conduct-
ed at Pasar Bisik.

“Twas shocked when the fisher-
man refused 0 entertain my que-
ries abour his prawns, bur insread
asked me to whisper the price to
him," shesaid.

The housewife said after a few
falled bids: she was happy to
finally obtain slightly over a kilo
of prawns far RMS0.

“These were the freshestprawns
I ever bought,” she said. 4

Ancther visitor, Mahizan
Mokhtar, 40, from/Sungai Dua,
sdid he was a regular at Pasar
Bislk.

“Normally, I will buy two or

three kilos of fish and sometimes
prawns or crabs,” he said,

A.weighing scale is placed. at
ofie site of the markets pavilion
Ior buyers to weigh their purchas-
&3 and one such buyer was seen
weighing a kilo of threadfin fish
(senangin), which she bought for
RM25.

[n other markets, the price

Ask and you shall receive: The price whispering practice seen in ful
the Kedah side of the Kedah-Penang border, — ZHAFARAN NASIB/The

would be about RM30 to RM40,
But the fishermen lament that
their daily catches are dwindling

‘because bt deepsea trawlers ply-

ing near their fishing grotunds:

Nazrin Othman, 46, who has
been a coastal fisherman for 20
years, said the trawlers’ heavy
nets damaged the seabed and the
breeding areas.

I swing at Pasar Bisik in Kuala Muda, ¢
Star

Another fisherman, Ariffin M
56, claimed to have seen lar
trawlers from mneighbouri
counfries encroaching into coa
al areas.

Meanwhile, fisherman Yas
Hamid, 55, urged the governme
to sink more artificial reefs,
they are good breeding groun
for fish and snag hig trawler ne
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Major starfish outbreak detected

Response teams dive to catch invasive coral predators off Sabah's east coast

By DURIE RAINER FONG

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: A concerted

clean-up is underway in Darvel
Bay, off Sabah’s east coast in
Lahad Datu district, after a major
outbreak of crown-of-thorns star-

. fish (COTS) was detected.

Marine conservationists and
government agencies.are hard at
work containing hundreds of
those coral predators, which are
threatening to destroy the coral
reefs in the area.

Reef Check Malaysia (RCM),
which partnered with the Sabah
Tourism, Culture and
Environment Ministry, has mobi-
lised a team o eradicate the out-
break before it is too late.

The outbreak response team
also includes divers from Sabah
Parks, Lahad Datu Fisheries
Department, Darvel Bay Diving
Group and the NGO Larapan
Youth

RCM programme manager
Nadhirah Mohd Rifai, a mermber
of the outhreak response team,
shared her experience handling
COTS autbreaks over the years in
Sabah,

“Although COTS is a natural
predator of corals, major out-
breaks such as the one happening
oW can cause major harm t the
coral reets” she said yesterday.

“One COTS can consume an

average of 13sq m of reef per
year

“Imagine the potential damage
that could be inflicted by thou-
sands of COTS." she added.

The team collected 485 COTS at
Pulay Balik on Thursday and will
spend the following: three days
controlling the population of the
invasive starfish specles in Darvel
Bay. -
If the COTS had been feeding
for months unattended, Nadhirah
said, most of the corals would
have been dead

“We need to take immediate
action tw reduce the population of
the COTS before they wreak any
further irreversible dainage,” she
said.

She said COTS outbreaks could
be influenced by changes in the
marine environment such as
reduced water guality and
increased water temperature.

“Due to overfishing, thepe are
also fewer natural predarors like
the Giant Triton Snail and the
Titan Triggerfish to keep the num-
ber of COTS in check naturally,”
she said.

= Nadhirah said the team used an

efficient and reef-safe method for
the clean-up, which is physically
remwving and burying the COTS
an land.

Conveying RCM's appreciation
fo the ‘stale ministry for support-
Ing the effort; she said an effective

communicaton strategy was the
key ‘to the outbreak response
plan

She noted that the response
plan prepared by the RCM Sahih
team was \ised to identify differ-
ent stakeholder groups and deci-
sfon-makers.

“T am glad that we are able to
do our part to Keep our reef
healthy and <afe,” she said as they
finished the first day of the COTS
clean-up.

Coral threat:
(Top) A diver
carrying a
bucketful of
crown-of-thorns
starfish from the
bottom of the
sea; the crown-
of-thorns starfist
waiting to be
buried. — Photo
courtesy of Reef
¥4 Check Malaysia
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