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e Sighting of rare blue marlin at TAR Marine Park thrills
- divers
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Elusive: The sighting of the blue marlin a)
the park — Phato from Swann's F8 aceaunt

" Sighting of rare
blue marlin at
TAR Marine Park
thrills divers

By STEPHANIE LEE
stephan|e|ee@the'star,com.my

| KOTA RINABALU: Divers weris £Cstatio to
!see an elusive blue marlin dr the Tunku
Abdul Rahman (TAR) Marine Park recently,

Richard Swann, who has been diving in
the-drea for ovey 25 yedars, Sdid ‘he has
]n_ewr seen this species up close before

1ere.

l He had been sharks ordng for weeks
and was thrilled when fﬁs nwosmetre-lan,
fish swari close by before SWImming away.

1 selécted the dive site as We have been
witnessing: lots'of fish life in the location
recently, so | spent all my battom time in
the area. hoping something special would
Bappen” he said in his FaceBoak post tn
April 10, fod! )

“We have all been going while shark
crazy duesto the AMazing season,” Swann
said adding that he had the'shock of & life-
Ume when the biue marlin campio hunten
thi: ressf,

He said the psually elusive fish cireled
T owice Lptore disappearing into the hiue

Its my fiist filmihig EXperienCe With one
af these super fast prédators, and i lave no
doubt Ats & first for the TAR Marine Park, |
Was very fortunate to heablo 1o 150 close
and te have & camera inhand e Said!

Named unik of the fastest fish in the
Oceaty thesw stenng ang agile bhie marlin
Wele onceabundant in the waters off kora
Kinabalu, which is why astulprure of the
fish is placed in the middia o & raundabiout
nhe ciny

Their nimibore have, however, dwinelled
OVer the vesrs ang dre now classified ag
threatened dustiovers and bycatel,
[ Sabah Fisheries direeror Az ar Kassim
| sald the deep seq fish are often catght in
j Sabials Lahad Daru, Kunak and Semporna

waters.




