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Norizam Amir Hashim, 37, decid-
~ed to become a lobster fisherman 15 |
 years ago, due to the increasein =
demand for the crustacean.

“Tused to sell fish at the local mar-

© ket but due to the high demand for
. lobsters then, Idecided focuson -
* catching the latter.

the years, the popula-
bsters_m the area dropped,” |

. Norizam belleved the drop was

_ due to the ongoing development in

the area which he claimed had pol- |
luted the waters around Kota Tinggi.
Fxshermen in the area now have
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“But these days, catching large
lobsters is getting harder as their
numbers have dropped.- .

“We often find only smaller ones
in our trap,” he said, adding that
some fishermen have resorted to
selling young lobsters due to the
shortage. 7

Fisherman Mohd Yazid Jasimin,
41, said the price of lobster was
about RM150 per kilogramme now,
but they would often control how
many were caught in a day.

“Fishermen here are aware of the
conservation efforts and they will
release lobsters that are too small.

“Once we have our targetamount
for the day, we will return to shore
and sell our catch to restaurants
nearby,” he said, adding that there
was a huge demand from seafood
restaurants and hotels in Kota
Tinggi. . :

The lobster season will usually-
start in December and end in
March every year due to the rough
water currents in South China Sea,
added Mohd Yazid.

Pengerang Fishermen Association
bhoard member Razak Nahar, 57,
hoped that the government would
increase lobster conservation
efforts in Kota Tinggi,

“We are not opposing the devel-
opment, but conservation efforts
must also be done so that these two
elements can co-exist and create'a
balanced ecosystem.

“There are also cases of industrial
and shlppmg wastes being dumped

Mature lobsters migrate
from dirty feedlng grounds

into the ocean that has 1mpacted
the population of lobsters in these
waters, because these crustaceans
depend highly on clean water to
survive,” he said. -

Razak said the lobsters’ habitat
was destroyed when large cargo
ships dropped their anchors on
coral reefs. ;

A lobster shop owner in
Pengerang, Noorfarahana Seman,
34, said the shop received daily
shipments of about 10kg of lobster
per day, worth over RM1,000.

“The current riarket price is
around RM150 per kilogramme, but
consistent supply is difficult to
obtain because fishermen are find-
ing their catch getting smaller.

“They told me that the main rea-
son is due to dirty waters, so the
lobsters have moved away from
their normal feeding grounds in
search of cleaner waters,” she said.

In a restaurant, one lobster is
priced at about RM16 per 100g - |
(baby lobster) and RM21 per 100g
(mature lobster) excluding cookmg
charges.

The price of grade A lobster is set

~ at RM150 per kilogramme and

grade B lobster at RM105 per kilo-
gramime.

Noorfarahana showing a fully matured
lobster that can cost about RM150 per kg.

Sahroney said mud spiny

lobsters used to be in
abundance in the past and
they could be found under
rocks at the beach.

Norizam became a
full-time lobster catcher
when its pric& increased. J



/| vANYanG sianG | MUKA TARIKH
UTUSAN MALAYSIA KOSMO ! THE STAR PAU SURAT
(STARMETRO)
BERITA HARIAN SINAR HARIAN THE SUN ORIENTAL DAILY
HARIAN METRO NEW STRAITS TIMES THE MALAY MAIL PELBAGAI
KATEGORI LIPUTAN: _ POSITIF NEGATIF NEUTRAL
3 12/1/2023

THE Fisheries Department wants
to increase lobster production to
400 tonnes a year in the next dec-
ade through its conservation

. efforts. ‘

The department’s fisheries con-
servation and protection division
senior director Bohari Leng said
the department had set up the
Lobster Refugia Action Committee
in Pengerang, Sedili in Kota Tinggi,
and Tanjung Leman in Mersing.

“The last time we recorded 400
tonnes of lobster a year was 20
years ago. Now we can only get
about 100 tonne€s a year.

“The lobster population is
rapidly declining, particularly on
Johor’s east coast and in the Johor
Straits.

“In order to achJeve our target,
we have introduced the refugia
committee, where the.fishermen
will have to comply with the regu-
lations set by the department
when it comes to catching lobster,”
he said when contacted.

The committee comprises
department officers, fishermen
and non-governmental organisa-
tions.

Bohari said the new regulations
required fishermen to release any
mud spiny lobsters in their catch
that were less than 6cm carapace

(shell that covers the head and tho-

rax) each in length.

“Lobsters reach their sexual
maturity at a size of 6cm and it
takes them three years to reach
this. Those that are smaller than
6cm must be released so that the
lobsters can breed at least once
before being caught.

“Any female lobster carrying
eggs must also be released back
into the ocean to reproduce.

“This will also ensure the popu-
lation can recuperate and ensure a
sustainable source in the future. -

“Although large lobsters can lay
up to two million eggs, the number
of hatc that grow to adult-
hood'is extremely low;” he said.

He added that the lohsters mat-
ing period was between August
and September. :

The catch-and-release approach
is being applied throughout the

Department hopes to raise lobster |
production to 400 tonnes in 10 years

Bohari (second from right) releasing a lobster into the sea near
Tanjung Penyusop, Kota Tinggi.

east coast of Johor.
The department will also intro-
duce an off-season for lobsters;

‘where trawlers are not allowed to

catch lobsters within a designated
area near Tanjung Leman from -
December until the end of
February every year, said Bohari.
“The no-catching zone is about
1,400sq kin where fishermen are
not allowed to catch lobsters. This
is to protect the mature lobsters

~_ and their habitat.

“The Lobster Refugia Action
Committee will also have the
authority to set a premium price
for lobsters, as these crustaceans
are considered a high-end sea-
food.”

He said the mud spiny lobster
was the dominant species in pen-
insular Malaysia

Johor is selected as the conser-
vation area because the species is
widely found in its east coast area,

‘he elaborated.

“The species is found in abud-
nance from the Johor Straits up
until Pulau Tiomarn.

“There are reports of lobsters

being found in west coast waters
such as Muar, but the numbers are
not significant,” he said. !

Bohari said the main threat to
the population was development,
so the departient had introduced
conservation measures to counter
the impact and eénsure the survival
of this marine animal.

“We have a marine park and
no-catch areas in Johor, and we
hope this will provide enough -
space for lobsters to take cover,
reproduce and grow,” he said.

o far, the new regulations,
which were implemented starting
this year, have been widely accept-
ed by the fishermen.

The department had conducted
Tegular awareness programrmes

last December before listing them -

as new regulations under the fish-
ing licence.

. “We wanted to spread aware-
ness first and from our surveil-
lance, the fishermen have long
practised the catch-and-release
mcthod on their own, which is a
good sign,” said Bohari.

“Once we have managed to.

Nur Aflfah showing the correct
way to measure a baby lobster
carapace using a calliper.

increase the population by a signif-
icant amount, we plan to intro-
duce breeding facilities, but this
will come later down the road: |

“For now, we will continue with
our programime of releasing baby
lobsters into the ocean,” he said,
adding that strengthening the
stock was department’s main agen-
da.

Sultan Iskandar Marine Park
resource management and protec-
tion chief Nur Afifah A. Rahman

- said the public also played an

important role in maintaining the
species, by refusmg to eat baby
lobsters.

“There is currently a trend
where baby lobsters are offered in
seafood restaurants.

“Restaurant owners claim that
there is a demand for them

“because they are cheaper and the
stock is easily available.

“This is wrong and can set back
all the efforts we have put in,” she
said, hoping the public would be
more aware of the importance of
allowing the species to-breed and
replemsh stacks.




