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“Hidupan laut dalam bahaya

Perbuatan manusia buang plastik
sesuka hati jadi punca

Oleh MUKHRIZ MAT HUSIN

SITAII ALAM

embuangan sisa plastik di lautan
memberi kesan kepada hidupan
oarin sehingga ke~
langsungan spesics betkenaan,

Pengurus Projek Turtle Conservalion
Socicty of Mataysis (TCS), Dylan
Wang | hidupan lant seperti

sisa plastik kerana ferkeliru
menyan, plastik itu adaleh
makanan.

“Bila mereka makan sisa plas-
tik, perut merekn susah untik
mencerna plastik itv, jadi mereka
tidek mendapat putrisi daripada

“S, m& wlu

2ya p frﬂlﬁ‘
sekali keluar dengan siga plastik.
Scbab lama dia dak beftelur, kita pergi te-
ngokdsnkanﬁdagaﬁadaﬂmﬁkdiwmpm
disbertelur, jadi kit tarik keluarplas- g
tik i, katanys kepada Sinar - )
Harlan. oE \
Mengglas lanjut, menurut BCEEESIEI

Madya Dr

, ilndan selepas ti

“Saya tanam kura-kura baning
itn day bulan sayn ke-
fuarkan balik kelvar untuk men-
dapatkan semula tulang-tulang
dan cangkerangaya.

“Di dalam cangkerang itu,
meskipun organ dalaman kura-
kura itu sudah hancur, tetapi sisa
plastik masih ada di dalamnya,”
ujarnya. » ol
Saintis Alam Sekitar daripada
Universiti Putra Malaysia, Profesor
Haliza Abdul Rahman sebelum ini

memberitaliu febih kurang 663 spesics haiwan

akualik termasuk penyu dilaporkan men-

dapat kesan bunuk skibat pencemaran
ik.

“Justeru, semua peringkal dan

Dylan, pencemaran plastik yang f’ltiz“? 4 kepelbugaian hidupan laut berisiko
bertcrusan di negara ini merupakan g * unggi 1aitu daripadn plankton se-
satu isu global yang dijangka me- ~ hinggalah huiwan yang besar seperti
nyehabkan kepupusan kepada spesies burung Jaul, anjing laul, penyy, ikan lumba-
hidupun laut tertentu. lumba dan ikan pavs, :

Ujar Dyian, belisu pernah menemui kurs- “Kine-kirs 100 juts mamalia marin ter-
Jatra jenis baning yang mati akibat te-  bunuh sctiap tahun akibat pencemaran plas-

makan sisa plastik.

tik kerana menyangka ia scbagai makanan.

O SR

Laporan ikan paus mati berpunca daripada
plastik juga bukan perkara asing,” Kata

Dalam pada itu, Dylan memberitahu, per-
tubuhan bukan Kerajaan (NGO) bersedia
untuk bekerjasama dengan kerajaan dalam
usaha meningkatkan kesedaran orang ramai

kepentingan menjaga kebersihan
laut sekali gus menyelamatkan hidupan laut
di negara ini.

memastikan penggunaan plastik di pasar mya
serta kedai-kedai maksn dapat dikurangkan.

“Magsyarakat sudsh pakai plastik selama
I uh tshun tiba-tiba nak minta mereka
tukar tabiat itu, ia agak suksr.

“Jadi kita buat program kesedaran untuk
budak-budak di setiap sekolah supaya mereka
dapat sampaikannya kepada ibu bapd,” jelasirya.

Tambah Dylan, golongan generasi muda
juga berperanan penting dalam memberi ke-
sedaran kepada masyarakat pada masa inl.

“Sehab generasi muda kebanyakan mercka
bersekolah, tidak sama dengan oradg dulu'di
mana uan dan kesedaran mereka
mengenai perkara ini kurang,” jelas beliau.

“Kerajaan memainkan peranan datam

Insiden hidupan
laut mati akibat
termakan plastik

bovestie)
cfumpel mat di muas Sungdi
Sarang Buays, Bau Pahel
Jdohor, Hasll badah sasat cian
oishunit
saits piker institut
1 Pekanen telah
cablsan plastik
dolam usus dsn parut paus
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Flshermen returning with nets full of flower crabs and a varlety (;f

shellfish.

PENANG

Nech mending some nets to be used for the next catch.

Hard work netting rare delicacies

By LO TERN CHERN .
andylo@thestar.com.my

EVERY few days when the tide
charts bid good omen, a small
group of articanal fishermen {n the
g?mlhnm 2o out to sea an small

in search of a relatvely rare
delicacy — live flower crabs,

Flower crabs are often seen in
most markets, but live ones are rel-
attvely rare, Unliks mud crabs,
flower crabs do not survive long out
of the water, ;

More surprsingly, these fsher-
men bring back a startling variety
of exotic shellfish, some probably
never hefore seen in the usual mar-
kets or restaurants.

For almost 50 years, litle has
changed in thetr classic and proven
practices at the beach less than Zkm
north of George Town's hy
endave in Jalan Sukan Ahmad Shah.

Only a lucky few who know how
to contact them will 5? lfi\‘&i‘ﬂ or two
of these rarely seen shel (]
enjoy.

Amony the fishermen 1s 78-year-
oid veteran Nech Oh Yeoh, who
honed his skills for over 40 years,
Now, he stays ot shore and hel|
mend nets and handle the catches
other fishermen bring hack.

“After nets as tall as humans are
laid on the seabed with sinkers, the
currents bring various creatures to
gel entangled in them, Nl

“We need to study the tide, fow
of current and seasons, when the
animals are active or available. We

Phang showling the horn clam (left) and flower crab (right) caught in the net by fishermen off

Jalan Sultan Ahmed Shah, — Photos: KT GOH/The Star

dan‘t have technélogy, Only experl-
ence guidesus. -

*Flower crabs used to be worth
only RM3 per 600g when 1 started
but due to moare people apprecial-
{ng thelr scarcity. the crabs now
cast RMS50 per kﬁ'wd Neoh,
whose two sans hava naw leken
over the family business.

Among newest acolytes learning
this old way of catching live flower

crahs is 40-year-old Phang Peow
Meng, who fained a few years ago.

“It’'s hard to survive In this small
o .but its rare and an
honour to be accepted and to
leamn.

“One needs to not only be skilful
but alao bear the tedious task of
cleaning upon returning to shore.

“We spend about two hours set-
ting and retrieving the nets at sea

A veriety of shellfigh, some which are exotic,

Fishermen share their adventures of sea, shellfish and skilful art

that

waere caught by fishermen,

and a further three to four hours always waiting hy the beach to
more on the beach untangling the  snap ew_%thmg up.
catehes from the nets,” said Phang. ~Since the end of 2020, the

He added that although flower amount of flower crabs caught has
crabs were the target, other shell- dropped from about 10kg per trip
fish such as hom clarus, aysters, to just about 3kg now.
horseshos crabs and many specles “Occasignally, we get exatic
ol mussels would end up getting crabs or shellfish such as melo
caught. ' melo, a large sea snall. This 15 a del-

Thelr catches never reach the icacy not for the falnt-of-heart,”
Iocal markets as happy buyers are  concluded Phang.




