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Jual ikan 20 sen seekor bantu ringan beban-

berlarutan tahun ini,”: katanya,

dijual hanya
20 sen seekor habis dibeli pada
program jualan amal, di sini.

Program dxkhususkan untuk
golongan terkesan akibat pande-
mik COVID-19 dan sekatan per-
gerakan dianjurkan
bukan kerajaan (NGO), Dapur
Infaq Ummah.

Setiausahanya, Zahir Shah
Zahid, berkata setiap wakil kelu-
arga hanya boleh membeli satu
kilogram dengan RM5.

“Sambutan begitu mengga-
lakkan, hanya dalam Kira-kira

Sebelum ini, katanya, Dapur‘

Infag Ummah mengadakan jua-
lan amal 150 ayam segar dijual
pada harga RM5 seekor.

“Kami bukan cari untung, ha- '

nya untuk membantu golongan
memerlukan yang terkesan de-

gan pelaksanaan PKP," katanya
yang turut membantu menjual
ayam di Laman Kopl & Teh di In-
dera Mahkota, di sini.

Zahir Shah berkata, aktiviti
jualan bermula pada jam 9.30
pagi, namun setengah jam sebe-
lum itu sudah ramai yang datang
untuk kan ikan.

satu jam, satu tong ikan sel:
dibel

“Sell ini, kami akan me-

yang tempa-
tan habis dijual.

“Ini Kali pertama kami ada-
kan program jualan amal ikan
segar bagi membantu meri-
ngankan beban golongan memer-
lukan yang terkesan berikutan
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan

. (PKP) yang sudah agak lama

mikirkan barang keperluan apa
lagi yang sesuai untuk dijual mu-
rah bagi membantu masyarakat,
mungkin sayuran segar terus
dari ladang. Sebelum ini Dapur
Infag Ummah turut memberi
sumbangan keperluan asas ke-
pada 100 individu miskin bandar

Zahir Shah (duadan kiri) b

i
Dapur Infaq Ummah di Indera Mahkota, Kuanmn, semalam.

dldaerahlmmenerusx program dan malam kepada lebih 150

«

Setiap hari kami turut me-

anggota komuniti Lorong Wong

Ah Jang yang turut terkesan

nyediakan makan tengah hari dengan PKP,” katanya mempe-

g segar pada prog

jualan amal
(Foto Mohd Rafi Mamat/BH)

lawa semua pihak untuk membe-
ri sumbangan bagi mengisi dana
membantu golongan memerlu-
kan.
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APMM tahan bot
bersama 4

warga Myanmar

—— -

BOT nelayan

Pulau Buloh di Lumut, kelmarin.

Lumut: Agensi Penguat-
kuasaan Maritim Malaysia
(APMM) menahan bot ne-
layan tempatan bersama
empat kru warga Myanmar
dan merampas 400 kilog-
ram ikan di kedudukan 4.4
batu nautika barat daya per-
airan Pulau Buloh di sini,
kelmarin.

Pengarah APMM Perak
Raman berkata, pihaknya me-

Menurutnya, bot berke-
naan dikendalikan empat
kru warga Myanmar berusia
21 hingga 49 tahun yang
tidak mempunyai dokumen
pengenalan diri yang sah.

““Ketika ditahan, bot se-
dang melakukan aktiviti pe-
rikanan menggunakan pu-
kat tunda dan disyaki me-
lakukan kesalahan mengi-
kut Akta Perikanan 1985 iai-
tu menangkap ikan kurang
daripada 5 batu nautika se-

tempatan bersama empat kru warga Myanmar
yang ditahan di kedudukan 4.4 batu nautika barat daya perairan

nelayan

&

Ketika ditdhan, bot
sedang melakukan
aktiviti perikanan
menggunakan pukat
tunda dan disyaki
melakukan kesalahan
mengikut Akta
Perikanan 1985 iaitu
menangkap ikan kurang
daripada 5 batu nautika
seperti kebenaran syarat
sah lesen serta Akta
Imigresen 1959/63”

Shahrizan Raman

perti kebenaran syarat sah
lesen serta Akta Imigresen
1959/63.

“Bot bersama kru dan ha-
sil tangkapan dibawa ke Pu-
sat Tahanan Vesel (PTV)
Kampung Bharu untuk tin-
dakan lanjut,” katanya.




-dikhususkan: untuk go-

harga 20 sen seekor habis
dalam masa kira-kira se-
jam di program jualan
amal Dapur Infag Ummah
di sini, kelmarin.

Program jualan amal itu

longan yang terkesan
berikutan Perintah
Kawalan Perge-
rakan (PKP) 3.0.
Setiausaha
Dapur Infaq
Ummah, Za-
hir Shah Zahid
berkata, satu
keluarga ha-
nya boleh
membeli seki-
logram ikan ber-
kenaan  dengan
harga RM5 sahaja.
Menurutnya, sambu-
tan terhadap jualan amal

itu begitu menggalakkan,

hanya dalam masa kira-ki-
ra sejam sahaja satu tong
ikan selayang yang dibe-
kalkan nelayan tempatan
habis dijual.

Katanya, ini kali pertama
pihaknya mengadakan
program jualan amal ikan
segar bertujuan membantu
meringankan beban golo-
ngan memerlukan yang
terkesan berikutan PKP
yang berlarutan.

“Sebelum ini Dapur Infaq
Ummah mengadakan jualan
amal 150 ayam segar dengan
harga RM5 seekor dan kali
ini ikan selayang dijual de-
ngan 20 sen seekor.

“Kita bukan mencari ke-
untungan sebaliknya ha-
nya untuk membantu go-
longan memerlukan yang
terkesan dengan pelaksa-

IKAN

V dibekalkan nelayan tempatan habis dijual.
Gambar Kkecil, Zahir, Shah (dua dari kiri) membantu menjual 165
ldlogramikanselayangsegardenganhargaZOsenseekorpada
program jualan amal oleh Dapur Infaqg Ummah. :

Ikan selayang
20 sen seekor

Sebanyak 165 kilogram habis dalam masa sq'am.

naan PKP3.0,” katanya.
Zahir berkata, aktiviti ju-
alan bermula jam 9.30 pagi
namun setengah jam se-
belum itu sudah ramai su-
dah beratur mengikut pro-
sedur operasi standard
(SOP) penjarakan fizikal

' yang dipantau petugas.

Katanya, Dapur Infaq‘

‘Ummah turut memberi

sumbangan keperluan asas

kepada 100 golongan mis-
kin bandar di daerah ini
menerusi program food-
bank.

“Setiap hari kita turut
menyediakan makan te-
ngah hari dan malam ke-
pada lebih 150 komuniti
Lorong Wong Ah Jang yang
turut terkesan dengan PKP
3.0.

“Kita juga mempelawa

mana-mana pihak yang
bermurah  hati untuk
memberi sumbangan bagi

mengisi dana untuk mem-

bantu golongan memerlu-

. kan, selain kerajaan negeri

dan Majlis Ugama Islam
dan Adat Resam Melayu
Pahang (MUIP) turut
menghulurkan ~ sumba-
ngan beberapa pihak lain,”
katanya. 5
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| ebanyak 165 kilogram
S ikan selayang segar
yang dijual dengan
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Malaysia's coastal fisher folk are facing desperate times.

By ALIZA SHAH &
JOHENSON GOH
lifestyle@thestar.com.my

ARREST, robbery, vessel seizure ~

these are just some of the risks
that s coastal fishermen
must deal with to make a living

now that they are forced to travel

further offshore to catch fish.
Maritime and environmental
experts blame years of overfish-
ing, destructive Mﬂng practices
and poaching by foreign fisher-

mnm:‘admwxmd:‘mu
waters, and even the ar-
\ppe:

"Ry cnducie by e

ousdedlne of

Fisheries tin 2016 found
that there is just 4.4% of fish bio-
mass left in the waters 05 the coast

R.AGE, The Star’s investigative
team, spoke to fishermen earlier
this year in Kuantan and;ohor
about the problems they face.

A trip with no return

Veteran fisher Rosawati
Ismail, 44, was hap y ta go onl
fishing again with

But after hours spent at sea, the
couple came back disappointed.

“We spent RM120 (on fuel) to go
out there but we came back with
a catch worth about RM45 - we
didn’t even cover our costs,” she
says.

Rosilawati has been fishing for
about 14 years but nowadays, she
says, fishermen more often than
not come back empty-handed.

Add the Covid-19 pandemic's
effect on the economy to the lack
of fish and the financial struggle
is unmense espedally as

band died from

off the coast of Kuumnn earlier
this year after a long break neces-
sitated by the monsoon season.

cancer last mnm,h
> TURN TO PAGE 2

alaysian coastal fisher folk are struggling to survive because fish s‘ocks have been denlelod byl legal, unn»gulated and unreported fishing. — ALIZA SHAH & JOHENSON GOH
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While the economic impact on
her community is clearly a con-
cern, Rosilawati is equally alarmed
er-term environmental
impact of lilegal, unregulated and
unreported (IUU)
South China Sea, She
rapid depletion of fish stocks is due
o IUU fishers - es]

by the

in the
eves the

vessels that enter fan

waters, They destroy coral reefs
using Megal rawler nets, which
Malaysian fisher folk call “pukat
gading".

"They use two vessels and a

huge net is tied to a vessel on each
side,” she explains. “As they move,
they will catch everything, even the
smallest fish, and destroy anything

in their way, induding corals,

*“Without corals, the seabed

becomes bare. It's like a desere-

what would want to live ina

desert?”

‘Whiile some Malaysian fisher-
men and women share stories of
sirpler times when they would
occasionally meet fisher folk from
neighbouring countries out at sea

and exchange pleasantries, it
seems the mood is becoming

increasingly confrontational - a
reflection of geopolitical tensions
among the countries in this region,
fuelled by disputes over maritime
territories.

Rosilawati, for example, recalls

the time her nets were once

e trawler that
jegally, costing

her RM2,000 in Josses.

predic i hn‘:\hg:; trip

ament. A recent

off Kuantan's coast saw him return

with anly two senangin (striped

threadfin) fish,
“In the

to RMB0O

after he

to sell his catch at a local market.
“This is from
got RM108 and

%!S‘IE

I could earn RM700
om catching
now it's hard for me to even catch
10 fish per tri

senas

" he says.
These problems are not confined
to the East Coast,
In Pontian, Johor, RAGE meets
with Mohd Zuhir Lumsah. 49, ]u.ﬂ

for diesel and maybe RMS0 or

RM60 for my bait, Pm left with
nothing,” he says, showing us his
receipt.

Another seasoned Gsherman in
the area, Abd Aziz Rahmat, 52, says
fishermen there are earning less
than 10% of what they earned a

few years ago.
“In the past, we could earn a net
profit of t RM3,000 10 RM4,000 "ndxtypeofm(hﬂlagalunder

a month, but now even RM300 is

difficult for us to get,” he says.

m destructive gal trawler nets that trap not only
:: and adult fish but also the fry. Without
hing methods fry to mature and breed, there is

Near-shore hahitats serve as 10 way to sustain fish populations.
nurseries for fish, :ﬁy According to Abd Aziz, “Trawler
populations, over nets should have a 15cm mesh hut
years these hahhau have been some have been reduced to just
destroyed by destructive fishing 6em because they simply can't
methods, catch the bigger fish anymore,

Part-time fisherman Mazlin *But when they do that, now
Rahmat, 42, from Pontian, explains:  even the smaller fish become

“Some fishermen use the tagan net,
of static net. When

on corals, the corals

will break or sormetimes even get

‘which is a
that gets stu

pulled right out of the seabed,

ally foreign

rday’s catch. [
minus RMS0

The ecosystem is further

destroyed when fishermen use {lle-

trapped (n the nets.”

tition from IUU
boats. Over 10,000 fishermen have
been arrested by the Malaysian

A

Apart from the loss of income due to d
alarmed by the longer-term environmental impact of illegal, unregulated
and unreported fishing in the South China Sea.

ding to lhe})mhlem is compe-

=x— i

leted fish stocks, Rosil iis

Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA)-for encroachment
between 2006 and 2019.

“Our waters feel barren ever
since we started seeing Vietmamese

ts in our waters, They

emerixm areas that are supposed
o be only for coastal fishermen
and damage the coral reefs, When
this happens, the fish will no
lnr\ger Tetum,”* Rosflawati mu-r

(.‘oastal habitat loss has !omed
marine life to move into deeper
waters, affecting the livelihood
of coastal fishermen whase licens-
es and fishing tools only allow
them to fish within 46km off the
coast.

“In the past | would travel about

Abd Aziz says fishermen In Pominn ar
they used to. 'In the past, we could eam a net profit of about RM3,000 ta
RM4,000 a month, but now even RM300 Is difficult for us to get’

8km and I could get
(Indian mackerel), kerisi
threadfin bream) and selar (yel
lowtail scad), now I have no choice
but to go at least 40km out to sea to
come back with something.*
Rosllawat says.
mlu for deep-sea fishermen, even

ough they are still making money
on thelr trips, further out
Isn't as easy as it used to be elther,
says Zulkifll Dagang, 44, from
Kuantan.

“There’s not much difference
between what we are cal
now and what we caught then, it's
just that now we have to work
harder.

"For example, In the past we
might catch a certain amount of

A way of life threatened

Afish stall at Pasar Pontian, With fish becoming scarce, prices have increased for some types of fish. — Photos: ALIZA SHAH & JOHENSON GOH

e eaming less than 10% of what

fish with the ficst theow of the net,
now we have to do it two or three
times to get the same amount of
fish as before,” Zulkifll, who
travels for days to catch fish in the
deep-sea zone

A risk they're willing to take

Some desperate M: fAsh-
ermen 8w yeatrs g orelgh
waters to jnake their catch. Pontian
flshermen often end up beyond
Malaysia's waters because the
Indonesian maritime border is so
close there.

“I have no cholce butto enter
Indonesian waters almost every
day. This is the only way for me to
survive.




Zainl was unlucky enough to have his catch worth
RM600 confiscated when he was stopped and

boarded by Indonesian authorities

+ Jamaluddin explains that _

- as the distance between

Malaysia and inionesia is -
narrower off the coast of >
Pantian, fishermen
following fish tralls will
sometimes stray into
Indonesian waters.

Mazlin: Fishermen using illegal nets, such as tagan or
static nets, can damage corals or even pull them out
of the seabed, thus damaging fish spawning habitats.

Mohd Zuhir
couldn’t cover
his costs with a
recent fishing
trip he made
Thae fuel and
bait added up to
more than the
RM108 (receipt
Inset) he
received from
selling his catch
to a local
businessman.
“Their coral reefs are m‘“h tme Enforcement Agency will con- Fishing culture dying out?
alive so fish will surely be 1 tact us” a spokesperson says. While fish is becoming more
Mohd Zuhir says. RAGE finds out about another scarce, consumer demand for sea-
Adding to the problém is the fact  supposed Intimidation tactic by food is not mnimy lower. This
{h,ll the exact maritinte erzr tamgn uuﬂmun “Last year has result uge increase in Deep sea fighing is harder now, says Zulkifli. In the past we might catch
wee were forced to the price of certain sought after a certaln amount of fish with the first throw of the net, now we have to
fsn't always clear stop 'h"’ boat and pull back their  types of seafood. do it two or three times to get the same amount of fish as before.’
Countries in (he region have nets while they were catching fish “Ten years ago senangin, for
heen deadlocked over maritime near Pulau Pisang (off Johor),” a example, cost about RM18 or RM19
territorial disputes for years~and  source says. per kilo, but now it will seil for
the people who have 10 live with This mddenl along with some abom RM30 per kg,® says Mazlin,
the fallout from uncertain borders  others, including Jamaluddin's Despite this potential to earn
are often the fisher folk. experience, could simply be one of  more, depletes tons mean
Jamaluddin Mohamad Bualik, lhe unofficlal® encounters 'nakmg even a small catchisa
52, had an anxious moment when Malaysian fish and
he was arrested by Indonesian Indonesian authorities that are not “l went fishing for three days.
authorities last October. reported. The first tyo days | came back with
“The distance between Malaysia Abd Aziz, who s 2 friend of nothing. On the third day 1 got
and Indonesia is narrower here in -~ Jamaluddin's, $ays he has been three red snappers which earned
Pontian, so fishermen following arrested multiple times and while me about RM1,000," Mazlin says.
fish trails will sometimes stzay into  he does worry about his safety, he 10 sustain their liveli-
Indonesian waters, believes there isn't much else he hoods with some coastal
“But that time, I was sure [ was can do, fishermen are venturing into ecat-
stlll Inside Malaysian waters when *We Jeave everything in God's ourism,
the Indonesian authorities arrested  hands. I was stopped by They have found that they can
me. I was pulled further into thelr donesian authorities mult 1 ¢ their income by taking
walters interrogated. times but they don't act aggressive-  amateur fishing enthusiasts out on
“Luckily I was then released,"he  ly. Normally they will just chase me  their boats to experience sea fish-
recounts, out,” he says ng.
Officers from the MMEA confirm Another friend, Zaini Ali, 40, “T've emptied my packets but

such incidents. However, when
contacted, the Indonesian consu-
Iate in Johor said they aren't aware

however, was not so lucky.

“When [ was stopped they took
-n;vay my catch, It was about 15kg
o

of such incidents, adding that fish, worth about RM600,” says
under cire the the fish ddj:\g that he
Indonesian authorities will Inform  believes he was &l in Malaysian
their respective Malaysian counter-  waters when this happened in
pnm of such arrests and vicever-  October 2020,

’Either the Malaysian embassy
will contact the Indonesian Foreign
Ministry or the Malaysian Mari-

The three men also share stories
of out and out robbery when fish-
ermen are targeted reportedly by
sea-robbers.

luckily 1 received a hooking from
some people who wanted to go out
fishin,

g

“What's even luckier js that our
tauke was willing to put up the
money for diesel upfront and
allow me to pay it back later, oth-
erwise I wouldn't have been able
to accept these customers,” says
Mazlin

Rasid Md Said, 51, who also lives
in Pongan, Is tapping his creative

Rasid supplements his Income from fishing by making sea-themed
handicraft, such as this bamboo model ship

namdwmmwm N-Mmlmby The
for snle as a means 10 supplement mo«uulm.naoubovdu
his income nowadays: Investigative project by the

“T once sold plsang goreng but Enwironmontal Rep h’T""
when the becametoo  on illegal, unregulsted, and unre-
muc.hlhadmsmp Sonwnry pomdﬁmhg Read the full imvesti-
my luck mmmm gation Into reglonal fisheries at
physically nline,” www.oceansine. earth,




