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Two foreign fishing boats, 13 Vietnamese detained off Miri for 
encroachment, illegal fishing 
 
BY JENIFER LAENG ON JUNE 29, 2021, TUESDAY AT 11:47 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the two fishing boats detained by MMEA yesterday. 
 
 

MIRI (June 29): The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) has detained two foreign 
fishing boats and 13 Vietnamese for encroachment and illegal fishing in Malaysian waters. 

Miri MMEA head Captain Md Fauzi Othman in a statement today said the two boats were 
detained at about 39 nautical miles from Miri at 1.01pm yesterday.. 



 

  

“Two out of six illegal foreign fishing boats were spotted at the location by the patrol team who 
were carrying out their routine patrol at the area. 

“As soon as they realised that there was an enforcement team at the area, they tried to escape 
and released their fishing equipment into the waters to dispose of the evidence,” said Md Fauzi. 

He added that after about 30 minutes chase, the MMEA patrol team managed to detain the two 
boats. 

“Checks conducted on the two boats found 13 Vietnamese crew aged between 22 and 
46.  None of them had any identification documents and documents from the Fisheries 
Department to carry out fishing activities.” 

Md Fauzi said all detained crew members were escorted to the MMEA Miri Zone Vessel 
Detention Centre Jetty for further investigation. 

“The case will be investigated under the Fisheries Act 1985 for carrying out fishing activities in 
Malaysian waters without a valid permit and Immigration Act 1959/63,” said Md. Fauzi. 

For complaints and information on any suspicious activities at sea, the public is advised to call 
Miri Maritime Zone Operations Centre at 085-418204 or Sarawak Maritime Operations Centre at 
082-432544 or MERS 999 which operates 24 hours. 
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